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SJSU freshman Shariff Muhammad lies on a stretcher after being rescued from the bottom of the Aquatic 
Center pool yesterday afternoon.
Brandon Chew | Spartan Daily
CLOSE CALL
Student seriously injured in diving accident
BY JEREMY CUMMINGS
@JeremyCummings3
Yesterday around 3 p.m. fi rst-year student 
Shariff  Muhammad was seriously injured while 
diving at the Aquatic Center.
Pat Lopes Harris, San Jose State media rela-
tions director, said Muhammad was resuscitat-
ed aft er he was found at the bottom of the pool 
and the school has every expectation at this point 
that he will be fi ne.
“We have a student who is alive and well 
thanks to quick action by a lifeguard at the 
Aquatic Center,” Harris said.
Emergency responders arrived at the scene and 
took Muhammad away on a stretcher. His girl-
friend, freshman Cassidy Allen, rode in the front 
with the paramedics.
Th e University Police Department and Aquat-
ic Center staff  on the scene did not disclose any 
information about what had transpired.
Public information offi  cers from campus po-
lice and the San Jose Fire Department could not 
be reached for offi  cial statements.
Taylor Quinnip, a freshman aerospace engi-
neering student, was close to the incident and 
saw the aft ermath.
“I could see the water dripping from Muham-
mad’s legs as he was loaded into the ambulance,” 
Quinnip said.
According to Audrey Andrade, who was tan-
ning in the Aquatic Center at the time of the in-
cident, Muhammad was attempting to dive with 
Allen when he was injured.
Jeremy Cummings is a Spartan Daily staff 
writer.
BY MARQUERITE TUUFULI
@journalist2fuli
Th e lights shine down on San 
Jose State senior Cami Guyer 
and the crowd cheers as she runs 
full speed and fl ips in the air be-
fore landing back on her feet.
Guyer, a 21-year-old Spartan 
gymnast, ends her performance 
with a strong pose and a satisfi ed 
smile.
“Th e feeling of success when 
you hit that skill exactly the way 
you want to. Th e confi dence lev-
el it gives you. All gymnasts are 
considered adrenaline junkies 
because you’re putting your life 
at risk with all the fl ips you do,” 
Guyer said.
Guyer’s passion for gymnas-
tics began at eight years old aft er 
her parents signed her up for ti-
ny-tot classes. It was a sport that 
she grew to love and couldn’t live 
without as a child.
Guyer grew up on a family 
farm in Fall City, Washington. 
Th rough gymnastics, she was 
able to get a sense of the city life 
every time her parents drove 
her to gym practice daily.
SEE GYMNAST ON PAGE 6
Service fair provides opportunities to engage
FAIR WEATHER
Visit spartandaily.com 
for video coverage
Getting to know Guyer
BEAMING WITH PRIDE
Veronica Truong, a community outreach and vol-
unteer coordinator, and volunteer Sudha Bad-
manaban, help freshman education counseling 
student Isabel Tran fi ll out information during the 
Internship Fair yesterday.  
Rigoberto Gomes | Spartan Daily
BY RIGOBERTO GOMES
@AskRigo
San Jose State University’s Career Center 
held a nonprofi t and service fair yesterday 
for students of all majors to attend and gain 
opportunities that can possibly earn them a 
career.
Students attended this event to collab-
orate, network and fi nd opportunities for 
recruitment to work with nonprofi t and 
government organizations.
Students who were at the event had cer-
tain goals for attending the fair.
Danielle Grimsby, senior kinesiology 
major, said she attended the event “to broad-
en my horizons and getting my foot in the 
door in diff erent places, defi nitely looking 
for some internships, to supplement my 
SEE FAIR ON PAGE 2
Professors question bevy 
of midterm excuses
BY ROSA JASSO
@rosabjasso
Some professors say more 
family members seem to die 
around midterm season or at 
least that’s the story students use 
to be excused from class.
Shannon Miller, a professor in 
the English department, said she 
had a student claim her family 
members were dying week aft er 
week.
Miller said one family mem-
ber died one weekend in a car ac-
cident, “and then the next week-
end her soon-to-be stepfather 
had died in a car accident.”
She never saw the student aft er 
that conversation.
Miller said it was odd for these 
deaths to be happening so oft en 
in the student’s life.
Th e most common excuses 
professors said they hear are stu-
dents being sick, having doctor’s 
appointments or a death in the 
family.
Yessalin Islas, a junior psy-
chology major, said a professor 
told her class about a student who 
used the excuse of a family mem-
ber’s death, which turned out to 
be a false story.
Th e professor ran into the stu-
dent the same day he asked to be 
excused for class. Th e student 
tried to run away from the pro-
fessor, but was caught in the act.
Th e student tried to get ex-
cused from turning in a paper 
but dropped the class aft er being 
caught by the professor.
Priya Raman, a communica-
tion studies professor, said she 
has heard interesting stories from 
her students but they accompany 
those excuses with photos.
SEE MIDTERM ON PAGE 2
Visit spartandaily.com 
for video coverage
MIDTERM MALADIES
Glow run lights up the night 
BY DESTINY PALACIOS
@heydesi
On your mark, get set—glow!
Th is week the Associated 
Students Programming Board 
hosted the Glow Big or Glow 
Home 5K run.
Th e A.S. lawn was lit up as 
runners glowed in anticipation 
to begin the race.
Participants wore glow-in-
the-dark glasses, face paint, 
bracelets and rings that were 
given to them as they registered 
with no charge.
Aditya Mairal, junior me-
chanical engineering major, was 
part of the board that helped 
organize the event, handed out 
glow sticks and gave students 
their numbers.
“Th is is free, this is fun and 
this is for you,” Mairal said. “It’s 
just a fun experience running 
around with your friends and at 
the end of the day it is a healthy 
thing to run a marathon.”
Some students stretched to 
prepare for the 5K run, while
GLOW BIG OR GLOW HOME
Freshman psychology student, Gloria Silva shines a 
bright smile after fi nishing her 5K run during the Glow 
Big or Glow Home event at the A.S Recreation Lawn on 
Tuesday night.
Samson So | Spartan Daily
SEE RUN ON PAGE 2
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She has received photos such as a stu-
dent with a gauge on their thigh and a 
video of a student and her daughter ask-
ing Raman to be excused from class be-
cause the student was sick.
“I had one, I think their friend took 
a picture of them with their thumbs up 
with a broken nose,” Raman said.
Raman said she does not doubt the 
credibility behind her student’s excuses 
and tells them she doesn’t need photos 
to prove their situation.
Ron MacKenzie, an SJSU alumnus 
from 2010, said these bad habits came 
from students’ previous high school ex-
periences. 
The transition of having to be re-
sponsible for their work is more difficult 
for some students.
“Undergraduates would be used to 
high school so they come into college 
and not be fully on board that the idea 
that the work is all their responsibili-
ty not the professor’s responsibility to 
make you go,” MacKenzie said.
Rashika Singh, a junior human re-
source major, said procrastination can 
turn into a bad habit.
“Th ey do that because they procrastinate 
and then they probably don’t feel like they 
could do as good as they would if they had 
an extra day to study,” Singh said. “But I 
think that the kind of makes it a habit for 
them to do it to future professors they have.”
Rosa Jasso is a Spartan Daily staff 
writer.
MIDTERM
FROM PAGE 1
others took selfies in their glow-in-the-
dark gear. 
Becky Hung, freshman psychology 
major, expected to be tired after the run, 
but enjoyed the energy and atmosphere.
“When you’re in college you get 
stressed a lot and it’s like midterms so ev-
eryone should just like participate to relax 
and just have a good time,” Hung said.
The 5K began and ended on the A.S. 
lawn.
SJSU lit up with racers who ran 
through campus led by arrows drawn 
on the ground with glow-in-the-dark 
chalk.
Th e winner was junior Richard Lang, 
who fi nished the marathon in 22 minutes.
“Honestly I was not trying to win, 
I know that sounds very cliche,” Lang 
said.”I was trying to enjoy the moment, 
that’s it.”
He said the theme and witnessing ev-
eryone having a good time is what made 
the event entertaining.
A.S.’s goal was to not only provide 
students with a free event, but a place for 
students to interact with their friends 
and make new ones.
“These kind of events bring people 
together and then you can see who are 
other people on campus that like to do 
things that you like to do,” said soph-
omore business management major 
Christina Cortes.
The Glow Big or Glow Home 5K took 
the A.S. House Program Board about 
two months to prepare.
Kelsey Kilpatrick, director of program-
ming aff airs and hospitality tourism and 
event management major, said in this gen-
eration, themed marathons such as the color 
run and glow-in–the-dark marathons are 
very popular at the moment, yet expensive.
“It was very collaborative idea, this com-
mittee in particular, we really like to have 
nighttime events because it increases atten-
dance,” Kilpatrick said. “Th is event was to 
get students out and be active.”
Glow Big or Glow Home ended with a 
dance party on the A.S. lawn and everyone 
was welcomed.
Destiny Palacios is a Spartan Daily 
staff writer.
RUN
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Accounting graduate student Qi Li gets her face painted in preparation for the Glow Run or Glow Home 
event at the A.S. Recreation Lawn on Tuesday.
Linh Nguyen | Spartan Daily
resume and seeing what’s 
out there because you 
never know what kind of 
opportunities might arise 
from these places.”
Students were able to 
get advice and helpful in-
formation that would ben-
efi t their careers.
Th e nonprofi t and ser-
vice fair was unique and 
had a diff erent purpose 
from other events the ca-
reer center hosts.
“A lot of times people 
go to San Jose State, vis-
it the Career Center and 
they’re used to engineering 
and the business fi eld, but 
we’re trying to promote the 
other sector which is an 
organization like coaching 
corps or the Boys and Girls 
Club, more of the helping 
profession and those jobs 
are awesome to help the 
community,” said John Sa-
langsang, internship spe-
cialist.
Th is service fair gave stu-
dents the chance to connect 
with diff erent organizations 
that off ered volunteer, in-
ternships and full-time job 
opportunities.
Many organizations’ 
booths had materials pro-
moting their institutes.
An organization that 
was at the fair called Asian 
Americans for Communi-
ty Involvement provides 
services for the commu-
nity and is a part of many 
diff erent programs that 
supports communities.
“Today we’re here to 
seek talent from San Jose 
State because we have 
staff who are alumni and 
everyone who comes from 
here is community orien-
tated, believes in social 
justice and advocacy,” 
said Veronica Truong, 
community outreach and 
volunteer coordinator for 
the group.
Students who chose 
to attend the event and 
speak to employers have a 
greater chance in getting 
hired and receiving a call 
back from an interview.
Employers use differ-
ent forms of recruitment 
to find the right candi-
date for the job position.
“Employers choose an 
array of different chan-
nels for recruitment, and 
job fairs are one of those 
channels,” said Daniel 
Newell, program manag-
er of workforce and eco-
nomic development. “Ap-
proximately 60 percent of 
them obtain some form 
of employment at least in 
the past 12 months.”
Students who will be 
attending future job fairs 
are recommended to do re-
search and come prepared 
on the diff erent organiza-
tions and companies that 
will be at the event.
“When you approach 
an employer you should 
know exactly what they 
do, what their hiring for 
and what their product 
services or mission is in 
that organization,” said 
Newell.
These events are for 
everyone who either 
wants to get the feel of a 
job fair and be aware of its 
surroundings or for those 
who are genuinely look-
ing for a position to fill 
and are motivated to find 
a job at the event.
Rigoberto Gomes is a 
Spartan Daily staff writer.
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“We’re trying to promote the other sector which is an organization like coaching corps or the boys and girls club, more of the helping profession and those jobs are 
awesome to help the community
John Salangsang
Internship specialist
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BY ESTEFANY SOSA
@estefany_scs
Th e San Jose Tech Mu-
seum of Innovation is one 
of this year’s fi nalists for the 
highest honor awarded to 
museums and libraries that 
provide exceptional service 
to their communities.
Th e National Medal 
for Museum and Library 
Service is awarded to mu-
seums and libraries across 
the country that have used 
innovative public service 
methods to better serve 
their communities.
“We are honored to be 
up for this award with 30 of 
our peers nationwide,” said 
Marika Krause, public rela-
tions manager for the Tech 
Museum. “We’re one of only 
three institutions in the state 
of California that was select-
ed to be nominated.”
Th is year’s fi nalists in-
clude two museums and one 
library in California.
Th e California fi nalists 
in the museum category are 
the Tech Museum of Inno-
vation and the Chabot Space 
and Science Center in Oak-
land and the fi nalist in the 
library category is the Los 
Angeles Public Library.
In a press release from 
February, the museum’s 
CEO Tim Ritchie said it 
is an honor for the muse-
um to be recognized at the 
national level for its dedi-
cation to help people solve 
some of the world’s most 
pressing problems by using 
technology.  
“Every day we’re devel-
oping new ways to be of use 
to the Bay Area and beyond 
by inspiring the innovator 
in everyone to tackle issues 
like building earthquake 
safe structures and cyber se-
curity,” Ritchie said.
According to Krause, 
the museum’s mission is 
not only to inspire the in-
novator in everyone, but to 
also focus on underserved 
groups by providing free 
fi eld trips for low-income 
schools and bilingual math 
and engineering programs 
for parents and children.
“We never want fi nan-
cial issues to be a barrier 
for people to come and 
experience the Tech Mu-
seum,” Krause said. “We 
have lots of diff erent sys-
tems in place like the open 
door policy.”
Ivette Lorenzo, junior 
social work major, said she 
is thankful for the open 
door policy because she’s 
able to bring her two chil-
dren to the museum even if 
she can’t aff ord tickets.
Lorenzo plays and 
learns with her two chil-
dren at the Social Robots 
exhibit, which teaches 
children and adults how 
to build robots to help 
hospital patients.
“A lot of times kids 
don’t have these resourc-
es, they don’t have maybe 
a way of learning about 
this type of technology 
at home,” Lorenzo said, 
“but if they come here 
everything is here for 
them and then you have 
the wonderful staff that 
teaches them how to do 
everything.”
Katie Callahan, senior 
gallery facilitator at the 
Tech Museum, said she 
works at the museum be-
cause she loves being an 
educator and working 
with children.
“It’s really fun to see 
the inventiveness of kids, 
and see kids get that kind 
of like ‘aha’ moment when 
they’re really stuck on 
something and then they 
suddenly get it and you 
see the light in their eyes,” 
Callahan said.
Krause said all exhibits 
at the Tech Museum have 
something for all ages 
and people are given little 
instruction because the 
museum believes in the 
“try-fail-try-fail-succeed” 
method for innovation.
“I’m learning too as 
I’m here,” Lorenzo said.
The Institute of Muse-
um and Library Services 
said it encourages anyone 
who has visited any of 
the finalist museums and 
libraries to share their 
experience at facebook.
com/USIMLS.
The winning museum 
and library will be an-
nounced later this spring.
The winners will travel 
to Washington DC to take 
part in the National Med-
al award ceremony.
Estefany Sosa is a 
Spartan Daily staff 
writer.
Tech Museum a fi nalist for highest public service honor
Meteorology department 
monitors drought conditions
Estefany Sosa | Spartan Daily
Junior social work student Ivette Lorenzo helps her daughter Isabella Herrera, 7, build 
and program a robot that helps hospital patients at the Tech Museum on Thursday.
“We are honored to be up for this award with 30 of our peers nationwide. We’re one of only three institutions in the state of California that was selected to be nominatedMarika KrausePublic relations manager for the Tech Museum
BY DESTINY PALACIOS
@heydesi
California is parched and is facing 
one of the most severe droughts.
Alison Bridger, San Jose State pro-
fessor and chair of the meteorology and 
climate science department, said there is 
less snowfall than there was in the 1976 
drought and the Central Valley is run-
ning out of groundwater used by farmers.
“When the groundwater runs out, the 
underground collapses and then it never 
gets refilled which is a very scary pros-
pect for me,” Bridger said. “All the stu-
dents from the Central Valley should be 
really really worried because when that 
groundwater goes away it might take de-
cades to fill it up again.”
Since the 1960s, SJ-
SU’s meteorology de-
partment has had in-
struments on the roof 
of Duncan Hall to help 
predict current climate 
conditions.
Bridger said the in-
struments on the build-
ing’s rooftop observato-
ry help predict current 
conditions in air such 
as the amount of carbon 
monoxide or ozone in 
the air.
A transparent pipe 
on the instrument sends 
air to a laboratory locat-
ed on the f loor below 
which helps determine 
air quality in the area.
Bridger found that 
levels of carbon dioxide are higher in the 
morning due to the amount of cars on 
the road during traffic hours.
Bridger said the amount of carbon di-
oxide is not dependent on the drought, 
but the drought could lead to more dried 
up fields which would allow winds to 
have more residue and debris and put 
more of that in the air.
The instrument also shows that San 
Jose has had 13.6 inches of rain so far 
this year.
“Five years from now we will look 
back at this and think that it was a nor-
mal rain year, but we only had 2–3 rain 
events,” Bridger said.
She said the first step students can 
make is understanding the problem and 
the consequences of the drought.
Bridger said if it only rains twice, it 
becomes hard to fill water reservoirs, 
making it hard for water to soak down 
to the ground.
“I find it very puzzling—we might  be 
on the edge of a calamity,” Bridger said.
Eugene Cordero, a professor in the 
department of meteorology and climate 
science, said the drought will not only 
place restrictions on the amount of wa-
ter that can be used but impact agricul-
ture because of the limited amount of 
water that will be used 
to grow crops.
“Even the recent 
drought has brought 
about significant wa-
ter restrictions around 
the state, and this could 
continue and intensify,” 
Cordero said.
Cordero mentioned 
that further efforts to 
reduce water and energy 
use would help prepare 
for the future.
Undeclared fresh-
man Kyle McDonald be-
lieves this generation of 
students should be the 
most concerned about 
the drought because it 
will heavily affect their 
future.
“A lot of people hear about climate 
change, but no one is motivated to do 
anything about it because there is no 
immediate consequences,” McDonald 
said. “This is a perfect example of an 
immediate consequence.”
Recent weather trends are updated 
daily on the meteorology department’s 
webpage at met.sjsu.edu.
Destiny Palacios is a Spartan Daily 
staff writer.
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“Five years from now we will look back at this and think 
it was a normal 
rain year, but 
we only had 
2-3 rain events
Alison Bridger
San Jose State 
professor and chair 
of the meteorology 
and climate science 
department
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By Marissa Trigos and 
Taylor aTkinson
@MarissaTrigos
@haytayla
If you are seeking an es-
cape from the stress of mid-
terms then action-thriller 
“Insurgent,” opening Friday, 
is the perfect distraction for 
you.
The second installment 
in the “Divergent” series 
takes us back to a dystopi-
an Chicago where the last 
film ended. Fugitives Tris 
(Shailene Woodley), Four 
(Theo James), Caleb (An-
sel Elgort) and Peter (Miles 
Teller) have found solace 
within the peaceful Amity 
faction despite their faction-
less status.
Though “Insurgent” gives 
little backstory for those who 
have not seen the first movie, 
it is a better film than its pre-
decessor.
After investing two hours 
into the film, the ending 
gives us closure and we are 
left with just enough to spark 
our curiosity about the im-
pending future. Engaging 
action and fulfilling conclu-
sions separate the franchise 
from similar series that 
rely on abrupt cliffhanger 
endings—ahem, “Hunger 
Games.”
The major flaw in this 
female-centric sci-fi story is 
that our heroine takes a back-
seat. She becomes the damsel 
in distress while her tall, dark 
and handsome boyfriend as-
sumes the upper hand in the 
film’s key moments.
It is frustrating to see Tris 
take on this passive role af-
ter watching her come into 
her own in “Divergent.” She 
lacks the initiative and gusto 
we saw in the first movie.
Despite a stagnant and 
somber beginning, Peter 
manages to make light of 
their misfortune with sarcas-
tic quips. His snarky com-
ments contrast Four and 
Tris’ stoic personas.
Aside from Peter’s come-
dic relief, the first standout 
scene occurs when Tris cuts 
her beautiful long hair into 
a choppy pixie cut—because 
if Hollywood has taught us 
anything, cutting off your 
hair will suddenly make all 
your troubles disappear.
It is time for a reality 
check, Hollywood. Pixie cuts 
are not for everyone. They 
do not make you a badass.
The second half revs 
up the tempo with the 
pulse-pounding action we 
were craving from the be-
ginning. Tris, coerced by 
tyrant Jeanie (Kate Winslet), 
enters a simulated world to 
unlock a magic box that her 
parents died risking their 
lives to protect.
Spoiler alert: Tris is 100 
percent divergent, meaning 
she may be the only one who 
can unlock the secrets of the 
box—if she can survive.
We were relieved to final-
ly see some action, but the 
physical intimacy was un-
derwhelming. After watch-
ing the sexual tension play 
out between Tris and Four 
thus far, we were expecting 
a fairly exciting time in the 
bedroom.
So, ladies and gentlemen, 
if you are dying to go to the 
bathroom like we were at 
this point in the film, this 
is the perfect time. You will 
not miss a thing.
The shirtless embrace 
that happens within the 
blink of an eye may be what 
our younger, preadolescent 
selves would have classified 
as intimate, but it proves to 
be a disappointment for a 
more mature audience.
If it were possible to lose 
your virginity by taking off 
your shirt—then holy hell—
we have been doing it wrong 
this whole time.
The PG-13 rated movie 
makes no attempt to push 
its limits in this lackluster 
scene nor in any of the tame 
fighting scenes.
But “Insurgent” makes 
up for its scarcity of lim-
it-defying scenes with plot 
twists that keep you on your 
toes.
With few disappoint-
ments, this film is definitely 
worth seeing. A diverse cast 
and believable on-screen 
chemistry make for a suc-
cessful fantasy franchise.
Our only recommenda-
tion is that you save a little 
money and forgo the dis-
tracting 3-D experience.
Final Verdict:
Marissa:
Taylor:
Marissa Trigos and Tay-
lor Atkinson are Spartan 
Daily staff writers.
‘Insurgent’ entertains without diverging from formula
Photo  Courtesy of Summit Entertainment
Tris Prior enters a simulated world as cold-hearted Jeanie stands by to watch. Tris is emotionally  
manipulated into this situation, where she faces her inner demons.
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Letters to 
the Editor
Letters to the Editor may be placed 
in the letters to the editor box in the 
Spartan Daily offi  ce in Dwight Ben-
tel Hall, Room 209, sent by fax to 
(408) 924- 3282, emailed to 
spartandaily@gmail.com or written 
to the Spartan Daily Opinion 
Editor, 1 Washington Square, San 
Jose, CA 95192-0149. Letters to the 
Editor must contain the author’s 
name, address, phone number, sig-
nature and major. Letters become 
property of the Spartan Daily and 
may be edited for clarity, grammar, 
libel and length. Only letters of 300 
words or less will be considered for 
publication. Published opinions and 
advertisements do not necessarily 
refl ect the views of the Spartan 
Daily,  the School of Journalism and 
Mass Communication or SJSU. Th e 
Spartan Daily is a public forum.
I’m going to bite the bullet 
and write about a subject I have 
been hesitant to write about for 
months; the subject revolving 
around the N-word.
I absolutely despise the word 
and made a conscious choice in 
my youth to never use in it any 
sort of negative context.
Recently, Don Lemon had a 
panel discussing the word on his 
show, “CNN Tonight.”
Th e panel included “Huff Post 
Live” host Marc Lamont Hill, 
conservative critic Ben Fergu-
son and rapper Trinidad James.
Ferguson claimed the 
N-word is divisive or causes 
hostility, and rappers like James 
are profi ting off  it.
He told James he believes 
rappers are “afraid they will 
lose out on money and sales 
and street cred if they don’t stop 
using the word.”
James told him he is mak-
ing money off of his creativity 
and music.
“I’m not making money 
just because I use the N-word. 
Nobody goes to buy an album 
because it’s full of the N-word,” 
James said.
Ferguson then responded, 
“Trinidad, you wouldn’t be on 
this show tonight if it wasn’t for 
using the N-word in your rap 
music. Let’s be honest.”
I found this segment in-
teresting not only because of 
the topic, but because of the 
ignorance that was coming from 
Ferguson’s mouth.
Hill stepped in to brilliantly 
defend James.
He said, “He wouldn’t be 
on the show if a white woman 
hadn’t said the N-word on a 
tape.”
James was there because 
aft er the housemother of the 
University of Oklahoma Sigma 
Alpha Epsilon house was caught 
on video repeating the N-word 
seven times on camera with his 
song, “All Gold Everything,” 
playing in the background.
Hill went on to say, “Th e 
N-word isn’t divisive, white su-
premacy is divisive. Slavery was 
divisive. Th at’s the problem.”
He explained to Ferguson 
that it is not white people’s po-
sition to tell black people what 
to say.
“Trinidad James has to deal 
with the same oppressive situa-
tions,” Hill said. “He was born 
into a world where anti-black 
racism prevails.”
By pointing the fi nger at 
black people and rap artists, it 
puts the blame on them.
Th ose fraternity members in 
the video were using the N-word 
as a way to insult black people.
When rap artists use the 
N-word, they are reclaiming the 
word back as their own.
It is the same for the LGBTQ 
community reclaiming the word 
“queer.”
When you reclaim a word 
and it is shared within a com-
munity, it is a way of uplift ing 
the community.
Rap music is automatically 
tossed into the conversation 
anytime a white person gets 
caught saying the N-word.
Blaming rap music is 
completely ridiculous because 
rappers did not invent the word.
Rap did not cause those 
white boys to invent chants 
about hanging and excluding 
black people from their frater-
nity.
It is also common for people 
to casually say, “It’s just a word.”
Th e word defi nitely has a 
diff erent impact for those who 
have had it used toward them in 
a negative way.
As a child, I grew up the only 
black person in my family.
My mom, who died when I 
was 5 years old, was white and I 
was put under the guardianship 
of my younger sister’s father.
Th ere was a time in my life 
when the N-word was used in 
place of my name in what was 
supposed to be my home.
I was told that because I was 
a n--ger, I wouldn’t amount to 
nothing and that I was less of a 
person.
A simple word can have so 
much impact on a person that 
remembering this time in his or 
her life causes panic attacks.
Someone saying that it is 
“just a word” completely dimin-
ishes the experiences of many 
people. 
Jerica Lowman is the 
Spartan Daily online editor. 
Phenomenally Feminist runs 
every Thursday.
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Th ere are certain taboo 
topics in civilized society, many 
probably the remnants of our 
nation’s puritanical history. 
Sex, of course, is chief among 
them—which is why women 
can still be arrested in many 
places for daring to expose 
their breasts in public—but ille-
gal drugs follow close behind.
However taboo they may 
be, there are important policy 
decisions that depend on airing 
these topics in the light of day. 
One very important policy 
decision that has fi nally passed 
the tipping point in the U.S. is 
gay marriage, but the next fron-
tier for basic human rights is 
quickly shaping up to be drug 
legalization.
A consensus is growing 
(quietly among some, loudly 
among others) that the so-
called “war on drugs” has been 
an utter failure, and now a 
majority of Americans believe 
marijuana should be legal for 
personal use. Even President 
Barack Obama said in a recent-
ly-released interview with Vice 
co-founder Shane Smith that 
“at a certain point, if enough 
states end up decriminaliz-
ing, then Congress may then 
reschedule marijuana.”
It’s great those baby steps 
are being made, but the simple 
truth is this: All laws against 
the possession and personal use 
of any drug violate the basic 
human right to self-sovereign-
ty. Beyond that, the laws just 
plainly don’t work.
It’s very easy to discount 
these types of arguments by 
questioning the motives or 
character of the person making 
them. Opinions in favor of drug 
legalization, aft er all, appear so 
oft en within the pages of college 
newspapers they have long since 
fallen into cliche.
Th at’s an important reality to 
acknowledge because the easiest 
thing for a “serious” adult to do 
when reading something like 
this is to roll their eyes. Eye-roll-
ing is fi ne, just don’t make the 
mistake of confusing it with an 
actual counterargument.
Actual arguments against 
the legalization of drugs do 
exist, of course, and they 
usually fall into two categories: 
utilitarian and moral.
Th e utilitarian argument is 
usually a variation of this: If 
drugs were legal substantially 
more people would use and 
abuse drugs, causing great in-
convenience to the rest of soci-
ety by being less productive and 
committing a variety of crimes 
to sustain their addictions.
Th e moral argument is 
generally a variation of two 
themes: Either drug use is a sin 
for purely religious reasons—
which is a non-statement in 
terms of reality-based legis-
lative policy—or it is wrong 
to allow people to use drugs 
because they are so danger-
ous that people utterly lose all 
control and fall entirely under 
the sway of the drugs they use. 
We are compelled, this camp 
would argue, to save these peo-
ple from themselves by locking 
them in a cage.
No real evidence, however, 
supports any of these claims. 
Aft er Portugal decriminalized 
the personal possession of all 
drugs in 2001, a decade later 
drug abuse fell by half, according 
to data gathered by the Institute 
of Drugs and Drugs Addiction.
Instead of spending incred-
ible amounts of money im-
prisoning drug users, Portugal 
now is able to channel those 
funds into medical treatment of 
people with serious addictions. 
Th at, combined with doing 
away with some of the stigma of 
drug abuse, is to what the man 
behind Portugal’s legalization 
policy attributes its success.
Another important study 
was conducted by Canadian 
psychologists in the 1970s. Th e 
study took two groups of rats 
and separated one group into 
cages and another group into 
a housing colony built for rats 
to interact and was stocked 
with engaging features and 
toys. Both groups were given 
access to both morphine-laced 
water and plain water. Only the 
caged rats became addicted to 
the morphine; the rats in “Rat 
Park,” as it was called, tried 
the morphine water a small 
number of times but strongly 
preferred the unlaced water.
Th e evidence suggests that 
addiction is a serious medical 
issue to which people with 
genetic predispositions and en-
vironmental pressures are very 
susceptible. But even addicts 
don’t need prison, they need 
high-quality medical treatment.
A fi nal utilitarian point: 
punishments already exist for 
people who commit crimes. 
Th ere’s no clear benefi t to cre-
ating a situation that faces drug 
addicts with double jeopardy.
Th ere are an overwhelming 
number of compelling argu-
ments for the case for—far too 
many to make here. Th ere’s 
the medical benefi ts (see the 
John Hopkins study on use 
of psilocybin—”magic mush-
rooms”—by terminal cancer 
patients). Th ere’s the hypocrisy 
of current drug policy where 
nonaddictive plants are sched-
uled higher than highly addictive 
pharmaceuticals. Th ere’s the fact 
that every culture throughout 
history, including our own, has 
widely used recreational drugs 
of all sorts (with the possible 
exception of the Aborigines 
due to lack of access) for their 
substantial social (e.g., alcohol), 
intellectual (e.g., caff eine) and 
psychological (e.g., psychedel-
ics) benefi ts.
It’s long past time to end the 
madness. It’s time to end drug 
prohibition.
Nicholas Ibarra is the 
Spartan Daily executive 
editor. The Rights Stuff runs 
every other Thursday.
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San Jose State base-
ball rallied in the bottom 
of the ninth inning with 
two runs, but came up 
just short in an 8–6 loss to 
the Saint Mary’s Gaels on 
Tuesday night at Munici-
pal Stadium.
SJSU scored two runs 
in the ninth and had two 
men on base with one out 
when sophomore Alec de 
Watteville came in as a 
pinch hitter. He struck out 
looking and junior Dillan 
Smith fl ew out to right 
fi eld to end the game.
Seven arms were used 
for the Spartans in the 
bullpen game. Th ey com-
bined for 12 strikeouts, 
but also 10 walks.
“When you walk 10 
guys, you get yourself in 
a hole,” Head Coach Dave 
Nakama said. “Whether 
we rallied or not, it never 
should have came to that.”
Th e Spartans scored a 
pair of runs in the bottom 
of the fi rst with back-to-
back RBI doubles by soph-
omore Brett Bautista and 
freshman David Campbell.
Bautista extended his 
hitting streak to fi ve games 
by going 3 for 5 with two 
RBIs and two runs scored. 
He hit .480 in the month of 
February and now has sev-
en multi-hit games.
“I’m just trying to be 
a tough out and having 
quality at bats,” Bautista 
said. “Collecting the hits 
is just a complement to be-
ing a tough out.”
Saint Mary’s third 
baseman Anthony Villa 
crushed a three-run home 
run over the left -centerfi eld 
wall in the third inning.
Junior Ozzy Braff 
reached on a walk in the 
bottom of the fi ft h, stole 
second and came in to 
score on an RBI single 
from Bautista.
It was the season de-
but for Braff , a transfer to 
SJSU from Whitman Col-
lege, who was rehabilitat-
ing from a hand injury.
Braff  said he thought 
he could contribute to this 
team by “keeping the ener-
gy up and keeping everyone 
real positive.”
Braff  would fi nish the 
night 0 for 3 but with a 
walk and two runs scored.
Th e game got away 
from the Spartans in the 
eighth inning.
Aft er allowing a lead-
off  double that came in to 
score, sophomore pitcher 
Jackson Berumen walked 
four straight batters, bring-
ing in two more runs. SJSU 
trailed 8–4.
“We were counting on 
him, seeing if he could do 
it late in the game,” Naka-
ma said. “He walked four 
guys in one inning. Th at’s 
not going to do it.”
Senior centerfi elder An-
dre Mercurio broke a 0 for 
17 streak in his last four 
games with a leadoff  single 
in the bottom of the ninth.
With Braff  on base, 
Bautista reached on an er-
ror and the Spartans had 
RBI singles by Campbell 
and freshman fi rst base-
man Chris Williams to 
bring the score to 8–6.
Th e Spartans fall to 
7–13 on the season but still 
have a winning record at 
Municipal Stadium at 6–5.
“We play hard all nine 
innings, put up runs, we 
get a lot of hits,” Bautis-
ta said. “We just need to 
piece it all together.”
Next up for the Spartans 
is a three-game series at 
Fresno State. Th ey also have 
two games midweek at Or-
egon State before returning 
home to end spring break 
against Nevada.
Jonathan Wold is a 
Spartan Daily staff writer.
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Sophomore pitcher Carter Johnson delivers a pitch in the Spartans’ 8–6 
loss to Saint Mary’s College on Tuesday at Municipal Stadium.
Spartan rally falls short
Brandon Chew | Spartan Daily
Terrell Lloyd | SJSU Athletics
Senior Cami Guyer competes in the beam event, 
one of her strongest areas as a Spartan gymnast. 
“Raising our children in 
a farm environment gave 
them the opportunity to 
learn how to work hard, 
be around and take care of 
animals and have the free-
dom to run and play with-
out boundaries and really 
use their imagination.” 
said Chris Guyer, Cami’s 
mother.
Th e family farm had 
cows, chickens, horses, dogs, 
cats and goats. 
Cami grew up with one 
brother and one sister. She 
explained that she always 
had a tight bond with her 
siblings.
“We grew up always 
doing things together and 
our parents would take us 
on road trips and we would 
make forts in our barn,” 
Guyer said.
Growing up in a small 
town where the majority of 
her relatives lived nearby, 
the gymnast reminisced 
about her childhood.
“It was very open and 
free," she said. "I was never 
indoors. I was always play-
ing in the mud.”
Guyer’s mother described 
her as being “very uninhibit-
ed, quietly determined and 
was never afraid to try new 
things.”
Aft er being recognized 
her senior year in high 
school by SJSU’s gymnas-
tics program, Guyer in-
stantly knew she wanted to 
attend SJSU.
“I fell in love with the 
gymnastics program im-
mediately," Guyer said. "I 
felt really in place.”
Her transition of grow-
ing up in a secluded area to 
living in the Silicon Valley 
aft er high school allowed 
her to step out of her com-
fort zone.
Th e three-time academ-
ic all-conference honoree is 
a justice studies major and 
successfully made it onto 
the Dean’s Scholar List this 
semester.
“Everything about the 
program I fi nd very inter-
esting,” Guyer said. “ I enjoy 
hands on activities. Justice 
studies allows us to go out in 
the fi eld and observe things.”
Aft er she graduates this 
spring, Guyer plans to ap-
ply to a private investiga-
tion job and expand her ca-
reer. She will also continue 
to reside in San Jose and 
enjoy the California sun.
Marquerite Tuufuli is a 
Spartan Daily staff writer.
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